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It is a long-standing tradition in Jewish law (see Beis Hillel, YD 65:5; Darchei Teshuva 119:7) that
whenever food is prepared for sale, regardless of the credentials of the producer of the food, there
is a requirement for kosher supervision (hashgacha) from an outside source. Even if a person is
trustworthy, a more rigorous standard of supervision is required when the person has a business
that sells products for profit.

It has come to our attention that there has been a recent proliferation of home businesses selling
food for profit to our communities without kosher supervision. This practice is contrary to
accepted practice and unfortunately jeopardizes the kashrus standards in our communities.

Therefore, we are signing this letter as a reminder and a reinforcement for all those who either
produce such food products or might purchase such food products, that food produced for a
profit should not be purchased, unless it either bears a reputable hashgacha, or a respected Rav
gives his personal hashgacha on the operation.

We urge any owners of home businesses to obtain certification as a fulfillment of their halachic
obligations. In the merit of doing so, we bless them that Hashem should provide them with
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sustenance and great success bchol maaseh yedeihem.
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We, the undersigned Rabbis in the Chicago Jewish community, affirm the message of the Kol Koreh above issued by leading poskim in
North America that all home businesses that sell food for profit must have outside kosher supervision from experienced and
knowledgeable mashgichim, regardless of the level of Torah observance and personal trustworthiness of the owners of such businesses.

We have good reason to feel proud regarding the many advancements that we have made in terms of Torah and Chesed in our community
over the past number of decades. It is imperative that we remain on that positive trajectory and that we uphold the gold standard of kashrus
that has long served as one of our major hallmarks. The requirement of hashgacha is not meant to serve as a derogation of our home-based
kosher food suppliers, but rather as a demonstration of our collective commitment to the optimal observance of Torah v’Yiras Shamayim.

Accordingly, we call upon all sellers of food products and all consumers to comply with this standard, and only to engage in, and purchase
food from, food businesses with reputable kosher supervision.

Please note that we have no intention to negatively influence anyone’s source of income, we are only interested in raising the kashrus standards
of our community. To that end, we will happily meet with owners of home businesses at their request to find appropriate mashgichim, who
meet with our approval, so that we can ensure streamlined standards of excellence for the entire kosher community here in Chicago.
Additionally, if any individual finds it financially challenging to meet the required changes to obtain a hashgacha, we are available to assist
with the new expenses. Home food businesses seeking a hashgacha and guidance on this process, should please email
KosherChicago613@gmail.com.

We are already committed as shul rabbonim to not allow any products that are being sold without proper hashgacha into our shuls. We
also emphasize that the highest standard of kashrus is from a recognized Vaad Hakashrus, and that the allowance of private hashgachos is
only to address a situation where such Vaad hashgachos may not always be feasible. In fact, some Rabbonim have adopted this higher
standard for their shuls.

Our community has earned a reputation of being at the forefront of advances in Torah v’Yiras Shamayim. It is our hope that this effort will
quickly join the list of our community’s many achievements.

In the merit of fulfilling our halachic obligations, may we merit, together with the rest of Klal Yisroel, to greet Mashiach Tzidkeinu Bimherah
v’yameinu.
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